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Kerala lies on the Southern Western coastal region of India between latitudes
0f8°15° and 12°50'N and between 74°30" and 77930°E longitudes. It is a narrow strip
of land covering an area of 38863 km’, which accounts for about 1.2 per cent of
total geographical area of country. It is hemmed in between Western Ghats in the
East and the Arabian Sea in the West, Tamil Nadu in the South and Karnataka in
the North. Kerala has an undulating topography and is divided into three distinct
geographical regions viz., highland, midland, and lowland.

Physiography of Kerala

The physiographic divisions of Kerala are presented in Figure 2.1. Highland
region of the Kerala lies in the range of 800-2700 m above mean sea level for an areal
stretch of 75 m. It covers approximately 48 per cent of the total area of Kerala. The
highest peak (1.¢. 2695 m) in South India is Anamudi (Kerala). The highlands are
suitable for the cultivation of cardamonm, tea, coffee, pepper, ginger. and turmeric.
Maost of the rivers originate from the Western Ghats.

Midland region of Kerala (41.76 per cent of the total area) extends in a stretch
of 7.5-75 m in the elevation range of 300-700 m above mean sea level, This is an
area of intensive cultivation of coconut, areca-nut, tapioca, banana, rice, ginger,
pepper, and sugarcane,



