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Foraging and Migratory Aspects of
Marine and Backwater Fishes —
A Case Study

Alexander T

Introduction
The State of Kerala is abundantly rich in marine and brackish

water fishes. These water bodies are inhabited by a wide variety of

aquatic fauna & flora and the State occupies one of the foremost
positions in the aquatic biodiversity. The long coastline and the
extensive inland waters of the State are ideal for fishing community
to make a livelihood from time immemorial. Geographically, inland
fisheries have great scope in the State. An inimitable feature of the
State is the occurrence of 49 interconnected backwaters (Kayals)
which have an area of 46129 ha. The total brackish water resource
;Jg the State is estimated as 143696 ha. (Harikumar & Rajendran,
<U07) Kerala coast has major fisheries of the shrimps, cuttle fish,
Sardines, mackerels, anchovies, soles, sharks, rays etc. It is estimated
lbhai}?n an averag.e 6.02 lakh tones of marine fish is produced annually
lglal e Sl?le, \"Vthh accounts for about 25 per cent of the Country’s
Marine fish production.

Dlversity status of fishes

elh:h&resen.l study area Neer?dukz‘nra is locatt:q at lhc? moulh_ %)t'
I; ing Ccml{dl‘ es\tuary and which \torn}s one of l‘hc bngges.l fish
o ie:“e'sf)l the West Coast of lndm.‘ 90 species bclungmg to

of fishes have been recorded from Neendakara region,
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