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NATIONAL SEMINAR ON CLIMATE CHANGE IMPACTS ON
BIODIVERSITY, ENVIRONMENT AND ITS MANAGEMENT

Programme Report

The Post Graduate Department of Environmental Sciences, St.John’s College
Anchal, organized a National Seminar entitled “Climate Change impacts on
Biodiversity, Environment and its Management” during February 19" and 20™ 2019
supported by Directorate of Environment and Climate Change, Govt.of Kerala and
co-sponsored by Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment,
Thiruvananthapuram.

The two days long meeting started on 19% morning with the registration of
participants at 9.00 A.M. The inaugural ceremony starts with a prayer followed by
welcome speech by Dr. Brilliant Rajan, Convener and Head of the Department. He
welcomed all the dignitaries and participants and also highlighted the climate
changes of Kerala. The principal Rev.Fr.Johnson G presided over the function and
he raised various issues of environment and climate change in his presidential
address. The Formal inauguration of CBEM-2019 was done by the Hon. Adv. N.K.
Premachandran (Member of Parliament) by lighting the traditional lamp. In the brief
inaugural address he stressed the need and relevance of sustainable development of
our state and also highlighted the climate change consequences of the world
especially in Kerala. The Bursar Rev. Fr. Philip Kannankulam and Staff Secretary
Prof. Jerry C Jacson gave felicitations and the meeting concluded with the vote of
thanks by the programme coordinator Dr .Anila George. She thanked the Principal,

Staff of St. John’s College, invited guests and participants, Directorate of



Environment and Climate Change, KSCSTE and all those who had helped in

organizing the programme.

The scientific session started with the keynote address by Prof. E.
Kunjikrishnan, Rtd. Professor ,University College, Thiruvananthapuram .In the
keynote address Prof. E Kunjikrishnan has highlighted, status of environment and
climate change with reference to Western Ghats of Kerala. According to
researchers, climate change can be considered as ‘wicked problem’ that necessitates
mankind to develop mitigation and adaptation plans. It is imperative to develop an
integrated climate change contextual database and information system on
environment in spatial domain for Kerala to understand the interrelationship between
elements. The lecture was followed by an interactive session where the participants
too actively contributed.

The next session started with the invited talk by Dr .Joseph J, Associate
Professor, Noorul Islam University, Kumaracovil. The talk was based on the
environmental pollution in the perspective of air, water and soil and its control. After
the lunch break paper presentation was carried out. The session was chaired by Dr.
M.K.P Roy, Director, CCHR, Kollam. During the session, seven presentations were
made by the presenters. Each presentation was followed by a question answer
session and fruitful interactions and feedbacks from the chairman and the audience
In the afternoon session the second invited talk by Shijo Joseph, Scientist, KFRI,
Thrissur highlights the role of Geo-information technology for monitoring extreme
climate events was discussed and efforts have to be made for preserving the natural
resources by reducing green house gases and geoinformation technology has a
major role to play in such efforts. After the session eight papers were presented and
the session was chaired by Dr. Brilliant Rajan, Head, Department of Environmental

Science.



In the second day first invited talk by Dr.Ajay Kumar Vashisht, Associate
Professor, CAEPHT, Imphal was based on the effect of changing rainfall pattern
(due to climate change) on the recharging rate of groundwater resources. In this
change scenario, the various groundwater management strategies needs to be
adapted were discussed. Following the lecture eight oral presentations were carried
out. Post lunch session was started with the talk of Dr. Sabu Joseph, Professor &
Head ., Department of Environmental Sciences discussed the impact of mining
projects on the local environment. In the talk, the audience was made aware of the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Notification 2006 and its amendments in
2009. Last talk by Dr. Jude Emmanuel , Environmental Scientist, DOECC made an
awareness of the climate changes of Kerala and the role of DoECC in monitoring
the climate changes.

Finally, the two-day National Seminar CBEM — 2019 came to an end with a
brief valedictory function where Principal Rev. Fr. Johnson G delivered the
valedictory notes. At the end of this session, certificates were distributed to the
participants .The function was concluded with vote of tanks by Dr.Brilliant Rajan,

Head, Dept. of Environmental Sciences.

No. of Participants 115










