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SEMESTER VI

FIRST DEGREE PROGRAMME (CBCS System)

Common guidelines for Project/Dissertation

B.A. ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE: EN 1645 Total Instructional hours: 3/week

Credits: 4

CAREER RELATED FIRST DEGREE PROGRAMME 2(a) IN ENGLISH & COMMUNICATIVE

ENGLISH: CG 1644

Total Instructional hours: 3/week Credits: 4

A. Guidelines for Teachers:

1. The Project/Dissertation should be done under the direct supervision of a teacher of the department,
preferably the Faculty Advisor for the sixth semester. However the work of supervising the Projects
should be distributed equally among all the faculty members of the department.

2. The teaching hours allotted in the sixth semester for the Project/Dissertation [i.e., 3 hours/week] is to
be used to make the students familiar with Research Methodology and Project writing.

3. A maximum of five students will work as a group and submit their project as a [single] copy for the
group. The members of a group shall be identified by the supervising teacher. Subsequently each group
will submit a project/dissertation and face the viva individually/separately.

4. The list containing the groups and its members should be finalized at the beginning of the sixth semester.

5. Students should identify their topics from the list provided in consultation with the supervising teacher or
the Faculty Advisor of the class [Semester 6] as the case may be. The group will then collectively work
on the topic selected.

6. Credit will be given to original contributions. So students should not copy from other projects.

7. There will be an external evaluation of the project by an External examiner appointed by the University.
This will be followed by a viva voce, which will be conducted at the respective college jointly by the
external examiner who valued the projects/dissertations and an internal examiner. All the members
within the group will have to be present for the viva voce. The grades obtained [for external evaluation
and viva voce] will be the grade for the project/dissertation for each student within that group.

8. The Project/Dissertation must be between 20 and 25 pages. The maximum and minimum limits are to
be strictly observed.

9. A Works Cited page must be submitted at the end of the Project/Dissertation.

10. There should be a one-page Preface consisting of the significance of the topic, objectives and the
chapter summaries.

11. Two copies have to be submitted at the department by each group. One copy will be forwarded to the
University for valuation and the second copy is to be retained at the department.

B. General guidelines for the preparation of the Project:

• Paper must of A4 size only.

• One side Laser Printing.

• Line Spacing: double.

• Printing Margin: 1.5 inch left margin and 1 inch margin on the remaining three sides.
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• Font: Times New Roman only.

• Font size: Main title -14/15 BOLD & matter - 12 normal.

• The project need be spiral-bound only.

• Paragraphs and line spacing: double space between lines [MLA format].

• Double space between paragraphs. No additional space between paragraphs.

• Start new Chapter on a new page.

• Chapter headings (bold/centred) must be identical as shown:

Chapter One

Introduction

• Sequence of pages in the Project/Dissertation:

i. Cover Page.

ii. First Page.

iii. Acknowledgement, with name & signature of student.

iv. Certificate (to be signed by the Head of the Dept and the Supervising Teacher).

v. Contents page with details of Chapter Number, Chapter Heading & Page Numbers.

• Specimen copies for (i), (ii), (iv) and (v) will be sent to the colleges.

• Chapter divisions: Total three chapters.

Preface

Chapter One: Introduction  -  5 pages

Chapter Two: Core chapter  - 15 pages

Chapter Three: Conclusion  -  5 pages.

Works Cited

[Numbering of pages to be done continuously from Chapter One onwards, on the top right hand
corner]

C. Specific guidelines for preparation of Project:

1. Only the Title of the Project Report, Year and Programme/Subject should be furnished on the cover
page of the University copy of the Project. The identity of the College should not be mentioned on the
cover page.

2. Details like Names of the Candidates, Candidates’ Codes, Course Code, Title of Programme, Name
of College, Title of Dissertation, etc should be furnished only on the first page.

3. Identity of the Candidate/College should not be revealed in any of the inner pages.

4. The pages containing the Certificate, Declaration and Acknowledgement are not to be included in the
copy forwarded to the University.

5. The Preface should come immediately before the Introductory Chapter and must be included in all the
copies.

D. Selection of Topics:

Students are permitted to choose from any one of the following areas/topics. Selection of topics/areas
have to be finalized in the course of the first week of the final semester itself with the prior concurrence of the
Faculty Advisor / Supervisor:
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1. Post-1945 literature. This must not include the prescribed work/film coming under Core study. [Works/
films other than the prescribed ones can be taken for study]

2. Analysis of a film script.

3. Analysis of advertisement writing [limited to print ads]. Study should focus on the language aspect or be
analyzed from a theoretical perspective [up to a maximum of 10 numbers].

4. Analysis of news from any of these news stations/channels: AIR, Doordarshan, NDTV, Headlines
Today, Times Now, BBC, and CNN. [news from 5 consecutive days highlighting local, regional, national,
international, sports, etc]

5. Celebrity Interview: from film, politics, sports and writers [Only one area or one personality to be
selected].

6. Studies on individual celebrities in the fields of arts and literature. Example: a Nobel Prize winner, a
dancer/singer/musician/film star, etc, of repute [Only one personality to be selected].

7. Studies based on any 5 newspaper editorials or articles by leading international or national columnists
like Thomas Friedman, Paul Krugman, Anees Jung, etc.

8. Compilation and translation of any 5 folk stories of the region.

9. Analysis of the language used in email and sms. The study should focus on the language aspect used in
such modes of messaging, limiting to 10 pieces of email/sms. [Reference: David Crystal Txtng: the
GR8 Dbt. OUP, 2008]

10. Studies on popular folk art forms like Koodiyattam, Theyyam, Pulikali, Chakyar Koothu, Nangyar
Koothu, Kalaripayattu, Kathakali, Mohiniyattam, Maargamkali, Oppanna, etc. [Only one art form to
be selected].

11. Study on any 5 popular songs in English. Songs of popular bands like the ABBA, Boney M, Backstreet
Boys, Beatles, Pink Floyd, Rolling Stones, Westlife, Boyzone, etc can be selected.

12. Study based on the life and works of one Nobel Prize winner in literature.

E.  Details of Course Contents:

(1) Academic writing: The following areas are to be made familiar to the students during the course of the
3 instructional hours/week set aside for the same in the sixth semester:

(a) Selecting a Topic: pages 6–7.

(b) Compiling a Working Bibliography: pages 31-33.

(c) Writing Drafts: pages 46-49.

(d) Plagiarism and Academic Integrity: pages 51-61.

(e) Mechanics of Writing: pages [Spelling & Punctuation]: pages 63-78.

(f) Methods of quoting texts: pages 92 – 101.

(g) Format of the Research Paper: pages 115-121.

Reference text: M.L.A. Handbook 7th edition.

(2) Documentation of sources in the works cited page(s): Samples of different types of sources will be
provided.


